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Zia Students Complete Science Mission
At White Sands National Monument

LAS CRUCES - One hundred Zia Middle School students, along with seven of their teachers

and six parents, completed a day-long
scientific research mission at White Sands
Missile Range (WSMR) May 8, 2008 to
determine the impact of human,
recreational use on the dunes, vegetation

and wildlife at the monument (WSMR),

said Zia science teacher Anna Suggs, who  zia Middle School students meet with teachers and
scientist as they begin their May 8, 2008 their scientific
research mission at White Sands National Monument.

led the mission.
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“Students at Zia took data from white sands and NASA satellites to help them determine
the human impact on the (sand) dunes,” said Suggs. “They used instruments such as GPS,
weather sensors and altitude trackers to measure
the size, height, humidity and temperature of the
dunes; weather conditions; and exact GPS
location so the area studied could be correlated

‘with the satellite data. They also observed and

Zia students taking measurements of soil cataloged plants and animals found on the dunes
temperature and humidity at White Sands.
and in inter-dunal areas. The measurements were taken in two different areas: one where there




[image: image2.jpg]is very limited access to the public and one where there is unlimited access. The measurements

from these two areas will be compared and analyzed by the students to determine the impact of

humans on the dunes,” she said.

‘The research project came about after
Suggs was approved to participate in the NASA
Remote Sensing Earth Science Teacher Program
at Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt Md.

Her mission on which she led her students is one

AZia student recording data.
of 12 such missions in the United States and the only one its kind in Texas and New Mexico,

she said.

Assisting Zia with the project were staff from WSMR and the SC2 (Scientifically
Connected Communities) program at NMSU.

Contact Suggs at 575.527.9475 or asuggs@lcpsk12nm.us.
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