Three Key Projects in Pennsylvania

And What it Would Mean to be Part of the Process

Choosers:

NASA Goddard Education has embarked on a project that could put NASA materials in the hands of almost all students in Pennsylvania.  Choosers is an effort to: allow the states to decide what they would like professional development on, to give the educational product producers feedback on how and if their products are used, and to infuse cutting edge material into curriculum where it is needed.

We currently have 2 products, Microgravity and TRMM Education Materials, that have been placed into the 5E, Event Based Science, and STS Green By Design formats.  Training across the state on the products will probably begin next summer.

PAMS:

Designed to immerse teams of pre-service and inservice teachers in content through the use of NASA products and interactions with research scientists during the course work and to provide support during the implementation process.  This is a formal collaboration between Berks County IU#14 (6 school Districts) and the Goddard Space Flight Center Education Programs.

PAMS meets once a month to allow teachers to take NASA materials and rewrite them in the 5E’s as curriculum supplements.  During the meeting there is a section devoted to content where scientists or engineers present to the teachers via videoconference.

There are currently 12 supplements that are ready for dissemination.

Endeavour:

For years, distance learning programs have dotted the landscape of K-12 classrooms. Whether in the form of video-conferencing or interactive Internet-based activities, these opportunities have afforded educators with numerous resources that would not otherwise be available to students.  Generally speaking, video-conferencing applications have taken on one of two forms, class exchanges or field trips.

The NASA Endeavour Program, sponsored by the Northeastern Educational Intermediate Unit (NEIU) doesn’t really fit into either of these categories. It is a unique application of video-conferencing that blends direct instruction, performance-based learning and direct interaction with NASA scientists. The program includes student involvement and professional development components.

This program is currently involved with 18 school district teams that are comprised of 1 or 2 teachers and 4 students per teacher.  This program is now in its second 2-year cycle and is currently for the middle school.  In the near future it will move into the high school and elementary schools.  The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania would be interested in taking this program statewide.

