Space Science Quarterly Education Dialog (SSQED)

Notes from 9/24/02 (First meeting)

Presentations

“Agency education priorities, mission, and vision” - Bob Gabrys (GSFC Ed. Programs)

(See files – including info on new Code N(EO)) 

All three parts of NASA’s mission statement apply to education. National science literacy is back as a NASA Education goal. Goals and priorities of NASA education do not directly correlate; must check to see that your education program is meeting both. NASA should be providing content for education projects, since that is our specialty.

“Report on the education program in Pennsylvania” – Dennis Christopher (AESP)

(see handout)

The three programs listed in the handout are just examples of projects going on in that state that NASA is involved with. There are many more. Dennis doesn’t lead these programs; he is the liaison.

“Meeting the educator’s needs” - Elaine Lewis (SECEF)

(see handout)

Lessons learned about producing educator workshops” – Jim Lochner (HEASARC)

(see file?)

There are a wide variety of types of workshops. Most recent one Jim organized was 5-day “Elements 2002 workshop” with 10 teachers. They were tested on knowledge of key concepts at beginning and end of workshop – very useful.

Other suggestions:

Stay focused on the goal

Add pedagogy talks to science talks if appropriate

Use the activity (if developing one) in the workshop

A variety of presenters and styles was helpful

Give teachers time to reflect and discuss what they are learning – every day, if possible

Set the bar at a reasonable level of accomplishment during the workshop

Don’t start projects late in the day or week

Discussion
Group wants to have a follow-up discussion on this first meeting at the beginning of the next meeting.

Need broader attendance – invite others involved in GSFC E/PO!

Possible future topics: Scientist involvement, more on workshops, and more AESP talks

Announcements:

Carolyn Ng: NASA Core is looking for videotapes on careers for curriculum enhancement. Contact her if you have any.

Electronic versions of the presentations will be put on the SSQED web page at *****

